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      A good understanding was now established between Mr. Murray and his
 editor, and the Quarterly went on improving and gradually
 increased in circulation. Though regular in the irregularity of its
 publication, the subscribers seem to have become accustomed to the
 delay, and when it did make its appearance it was read with eagerness
 and avidity. The interest and variety of its contents, and the skill of
 the editor in the arrangement of his materials, made up for many
 shortcomings.

      Murray and Gifford were in constant communication, and it is
 interesting to remember that the writer of the following judicious
 criticism had been editor of the Anti-Jacobin before he was
 editor of the Quarterly.

      Mr. Gifford to John Murray.

      May 17, 1811.

      “I have seldom been more pleased and vexed at a time than with the
 perusal of the enclosed MS. It has wit, it has ingenuity, but both are
 absolutely lost in a negligence of composition which mortifies me. Why
 will your young friend fling away talent which might so honourably
 distinguish him? He might, if be chose, be the ornament of our
 Review, instead of creating in one mingled regret and admiration.
 It is utterly impossible to insert such a composition as the present;
 there are expressions which would not be borne; and if, as you say, it
 will be sent to Jeffrey's if I do not admit it, however I may grieve, I
 must submit to the alternative. Articles of pure humour should be
 written with extraordinary attention. A vulgar laugh is detestable. I
 never saw much merit in writing rapidly. You will believe me when I
 tell you that I have been present at the production of more genuine wit
 and humour than almost any person of my time, and that it was revised
 and polished and arranged with a scrupulous care which overlooked
 nothing. I have not often seen fairer promises of excellence in this
 department than in your correspondent; but I tell you frankly that they
 will all be blighted and perish prematurely unless sedulously
 cultivated. It is a poor ambition to raise a casual laugh in the
 unreflecting.

      The article did not appear in the Quarterly, and Mr. Pillans,
 the writer, afterwards became a contributor to the Edinburgh Review.

      In a letter of August 25, 1811, we find Gifford writing to a
 correspondent: “Since the hour I was born I never enjoyed, as far as I
 can recollect, what you call health for a single day.” In
 November, after discussing in a letter the articles which were about to
 appear in the next Review, he concluded: “I write in pain and
 must break off.” In the following month Mr. Murray, no doubt in
 consideration of the start which his Review had made, sent him a
 present of L500. “I thank you,” he answered (December 6), “very
 sincerely for your magnificent present; but L500 is a vast sum.
 However, you know your own business.”

      Yet Mr. Murray was by no means abounding in wealth. There were
 always those overdrawn bills from Edinburgh to be met, and Ballantyne
 and Constable were both tugging at him for accommodation at the same
 time.

      The business arrangements with Constable &Co., which, save for the
 short interruption which has already been related, had extended over
 many years, were now about to come to an end. The following refers to
 the purchase of Mr. Miller's stock and the removal of Mr. Murray's
 business to Albemarle Street.

      John Murray to Mr. Constable.

      ALBEMARLE ST., October 27, 1812.

      “I do not see any existing reason why we, who have so long been so
 very intimate, should now be placed in a situation of negative
 hostility. I am sure that we are well calculated to render to each
 other great services; you are the best judge whether your interests
 were ever before so well attended to as by me ... The great connexion
 which I have for the last two years been maturing in Fleet Street I am
 now going to bring into action here; and it is not with any view to, or
 with any reliance upon, what Miller has done, but upon what I know I
 can do in such a situation, that I had long made up my mind to move. It
 is no sudden thing, but one long matured; and it is only from the
 accident of Miller's moving that I have taken his house; so that the
 notions which, I am told, you entertain respecting my plans are totally
 outside the ideas upon which it was formed.... I repeat, it is in my
 power to do you many services; and, certainly, I have bought very
 largely of you, and you never of me; and you know very well that I will
 serve you heartily if I can deal with you confidentially.”

      A truce was, for a time, made between the firms, but it proved
 hollow. The never-ending imposition of accommodation bills sent for
 acceptance had now reached a point beyond endurance, having regard to
 Murray's credit. The last letter from Murray to Constable &Co. was as
 fo