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      In a period of fervid political feeling it was natural that those
 Republicans who were dissatisfied with President Lincoln should begin,
 long before the close of his term of office, to seek consolation by
 arrangements for replacing him by a successor more to their taste.
 Expressions of this purpose became definite in the autumn of 1863. Mr.
 Arnold says that the coming presidential election was expected to bring
 grave danger, if not even anarchy and revolution.[64] Amid existing
 circumstances, an opposition confined to the legitimate antagonism of
 the Democracy would, of course, have brought something more than the
 customary strain inherent in ordinary times in government by party; and
 it was unfortunate that, besides this, an undue gravity was imported
 into the crisis by the intestinal dissensions of the Republicans
 themselves. It seemed by no means impossible that these disagreements
 might give to the friends of peace by compromise a victory which they
 really ought not to have. Republican hostility to Mr. Lincoln was
 unquestionably very bitter in quality, whatever it might be in
 quantity. It was based in part upon the discontent of the radicals and
 extremists, in part upon personal irritation. In looking back upon
 those times there is now a natural tendency to measure this opposition
 by the weakness which it ultimately displayed when, later on, it was
 swept out of sight by the overwhelming current of the popular will. But
 this weakness was by no means so visible in the winter of 1863-64. On
 the contrary, the cry for a change then seemed to come from every
 quarter, and to come loudly; for it was echoed back and forth by the
 propagandists and politicians, and as these persons naturally did most
 of the talking and writing in the country, so they made a show
 delusively out of proportion to their following among the people.

      The dislike toward the President flourished chiefly in two places,
 and with two distinct bodies of men. One of these places was Missouri,
 which will be spoken of later on. The other was Washington, where the
 class of “public men” was for the most part very ill-disposed towards
 him.[65] Mr. Julian, himself a prominent malcontent, bears his valuable
 testimony to the extent of the disaffection, saying that, of the “more
 earnest and thorough-going Republicans in both Houses of Congress,
 probably not one in ten really favored"[66] the renomination of Mr.
 Lincoln. In fact, there were few of them whom the President had not
 offended. They had brought to him their schemes and their policies, had
 made their arguments and demands, and after all had found the President
 keeping his counsel to himself and acting according to his own
 judgment. This seemed exasperatingly unjustifiable in a country where
 anybody might happen to be president without being a whit abler than
 any other one who had not happened to fall into the office. In a word,
 the politicians had, and hated, a master. Mr. Chase betrayed this when
 he complained that there was no “administration, in the true sense of
 the word;” by which he understood, “a president conferring with his
 cabinet and taking their united judgments.” The existence of
 that strange moat which seems to isolate the capital and the political
 coteries therein gathered, and to shut out all knowledge of the
 feelings of the constituent people, is notorious, and certainly was
 never made more conspicuous than in this business of selecting the
 Republican candidate for the campaign of 1864. When Congress came
 together the political scheming received a strong impetus. Everybody
 seemed to be opposed to Mr. Lincoln. Thaddeus Stevens, the impetuous
 leader of the House of Representatives, declared that, in that body,
 Arnold of Illinois was the only member who was a political friend of
 the President; and the story goes that the President himself sadly
 admitted the fact. Visitors at Washington, who got their impressions
 from the talk there, concluded that Mr. Lincoln's chance of a second
 term was small.

      This opposition, which had the capital for its headquarters and the
 politicians for its constituents, found a candidate ready for use.
 Secretary Chase was a victim to the dread disease of presidential
 ambition. With the usual conventional expressions of modesty he
 admitted the fact. Thereupon general talk soon developed into political
 organization; and in January, 1864, a “Committee of prominent Senators,
 Representatives, and Citizens,” having formally obtained his approval,
 set about promoting his interests in business-like fashion.

      The President soon knew what was going forward; but he gave no sign
 of disquietude; on the contrary, he only remarked that he hoped the
 country would never have a worse president than Mr. Chase would be. Not
 that he was indifferent to renomination and reelection. That would have
 been against nature. His mind, his soul, all that there was of force
 and feeling in him had been expended to the uttermost in the cause and
 the war which were still pending. At the end of that desperate road,
 along which he had dared stubbornly and against so much advice to lead
 the nation, he seemed now to discern the goal. That he should be
 permitted to guide to the end in that journey, and that his judgment
 and leadership should receive the crown of success and approval, was a
 reward, almost a right, which he must intensely desire and which he
 could not lose without a disappointment that outruns expression. Yet he
 was so self-contained that, if he had cared not at all about the issue,
 his conduct would have been much the same that it was.

      [Illustration: Isaac N. Arnold]

      Besides his temperament, other causes promoted this tranquillity.
 What Mr. Lincoln would have been had his career fallen in ordinary
 times, amid commonplace political business, it is difficult to say. The
 world never saw him as the advocate or assailant of a tariff, or other
 such affair. From the beginning he had bound himself fast to a great
 moral purpose, which later became united with the preservation of the
 national life. Having thus deliberately exercised his judgment in a
 question of this kind, he seemed ever after content to have intrusted
 his fortunes to the movement, and always to be free from any misgiving
 as to its happy conclusion. Besides this, it is probable that he
 accurately measured the narrow limits of Mr. Chase's strength. No man
 ever more shrewdly read the popular mind. A subtle line of
 communication seemed to run between himself and the people. Nor did he
 know less well the politicians. His less sagacious friends noted with
 surprise and anxiety that he let the work of opposition go on
 unchecked. In due time, however, the accuracy of his foresight was
 vindicated; for when the secretary's friends achieved a sufficient
 impetus they tumbled over, in manner following:—

      Mr. Pomeroy, senator from Kansas, was vindictive because the
 President had refused to take his side in certain quarrels between
 himself and his colleague. Accordingly, early in 1864, he issued a
 circular, stating that the efforts making for Mr. Lincoln's nomination
 required counter action on the part of those unconditional friends of
 the Union who disapproved the policy of the administration. He said
 that Mr. Lincoln's reelection was “practically impossible;” that it was
 also undesirable, on account of the President's “manifest tendency
 towards compromises and temporary expedients of policy,” and for other
 reasons. Therefore, he said, Mr. Chase's friends had established
 “connections in all the States,” and now invited “the hearty
 cooeperation of all those in favor of the speedy restoration of the
 Union upon the basis of universal freedom.” The document, designed to
 be secret, of course was quickly printed in the newspapers.[67] This
 was awkward; and Mr. Chase at once wrote to the President a letter,
 certainly entirely fair, in which he expressed his willingness to
 resign. Mr. Lincoln replied kindly. He said that he had heard of the
 Pomeroy circular, but had not read it, and did not expect to do so. In
 fact, he said, “I have known just as little of these things as my
 friends have allowed me to know.” As to the proposed resignation, that,
 he said, “is a question which I will not allow myself to consider from
 any standpoint other than my judgment of the public service, and in
 that view I do not perceive occasion for a change.” There was
 throughout a quiet undertone of indifference to the whole business,
 which was significant enough to have puzzled the secretary, had he
 noticed it; for it was absolutely impossible that Mr. Lincoln should be
 really indifferent to dangerous competition. The truth was that the
 facts of the situation lay with the President, and that the enterprise,
 which was supposed by its friends to be only in its early stage, was
 really on the verge of final disposition. Mr. Chase had said decisively
 that he would not be a candidate unless his own State, Ohio, should
 prefer him. To enlighten him on this point the Republican members of
 the Ohio legislature, being in much closer touch with the people than
 were the more dignified statesmen at Washington, met on February 25,
 and in the name of the people and the soldiers of their State
 renominated Mr. Lincoln. The nail was driven a stroke deeper into the
 coffin by Rhode Island. Although Governor Sprague was Mr. Chase's
 son-in-law, the legislature of that State also made haste to declare
 for Mr. Lincoln. So the movement in behalf of Mr. Chase came suddenly
 and utterly to an end. Early in May he wrote that he wished no further
 consideration to be given to his name; and his wish was respected.
 After this collapse Mr. Lincoln's renomination was much less opposed by
 the politicians of Washington. Being naturally a facile class, and not
 so narrowly wedded to their own convictions as to be unable to
 subordinate them to the popular will or wisdom, they now for the most
 part gave their superficial and uncordial adhesion to the President.
 They liked him no better than before, but they respected a sagacity
 superior to their own, bowed before a capacity which could control
 success, and, in presence of the admitted fact of his overwhelming
 popularity, they played the part which became wise men of their
 calling.

      However sincerely Mr. Chase might resolve to behave with magnanimity
 beneath his disappointment, the disappointment must rankle all the
 same. It was certainly the case that, while he professed friendship
 towards Mr. Lincoln personally, he was honestly unable to appreciate
 him as a president. Mr. Chase's ideal of a statesman had outlines of
 imposing dignity which Mr. Lincoln's simple demeanor did not fill out.
 It was now inevitable that the relationship between the two men should
 soon be severed. The first strain came because Mr. Lincoln would not
 avenge an unjustifiable assault made by General Blair upon the
 secretary. Then Mr. Chase grumbled at the free spending of the funds
 which he had succeeded in providing with so much skill and labor. “It
 seems as if there were no limit to expense.... The spigot in Uncle
 Abe's barrel is made twice as big as the bung-hole,” he complained.
 Then ensued sundry irritations concerning appointments in the
 custom-houses, one of which led to an offer of resignation by the
 secretary. On each occasion, however, the President placated him by
 allowing him to have his own way. Finally, in May and June, 1864,
 occurred the famous imbroglio concerning the choice of a successor to
 Mr. Cisco, the assistant treasurer at New York. Though Mr. Chase again
 managed to prevail, yet he was made so angry by the circumstances of
 the case, that he again sent in his resignation, which this time was
 accepted. For, as Mr. Lincoln said: “You and I have reached a point of
 mutual embarrassment in our official relation, which it seems cannot be
 overcome or longer sustained consistently with the public service.”
 This occurrence, taking place on June 29-30, at the beginning of the
 difficult political campaign of that anxious summer, alienated from the
 President's cause some friends in a crisis when all the friends whom he
 could muster seemed hardly sufficient.

      The place of Mr. Chase was not easy to fill. Mr. Lincoln first
 nominated David Tod of Ohio. This was very ill received; but
 fortunately the difficulty which might have been caused by it was
 escaped, because Governor Tod promptly declined. The President then
 named William Pitt Fessenden, senator from Maine, and actually forced
 the office upon him against that gentleman's sincere wish to escape the
 honor. A better choice could not have been made. Mr. Fessenden was
 chairman of the Committee on Finance, and had filled the position with
 conspicuous ability; every one esteemed him highly; the Senate
 instantly confirmed him, and during his incumbency in office he fully
 justified these flattering opinions.

      There were other opponents of the President who were not so easily
 diverted from their purpose as the politicians had been. In Missouri an
 old feud was based upon his displacement of Fremont; the State had ever
 since been rent by fierce factional quarrels, and amid them this
 grievance had never been forgotten or forgiven. Emancipation by state
 action had been chief among the causes which had divided the Union
 citizens into Conservatives and Radicals. Their quarrel was bitter, and
 in vain did Mr. Lincoln repeatedly endeavor to reconcile them. The
 Radicals claimed his countenance as a matter of right, and Mr. Lincoln
 often privately admitted that between him and them there was close
 coincidence of feeling. Yet he found their specific demands
 inadmissible; especially he could not consent to please them by
 removing General Schofield. So they, being extremists, and therefore of
 the type of men who will have every one against them who is not for
 them, turned vindictively against him. They found sympathizers
 elsewhere in the country, sporadic instances of disaffe