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 PARIS the 22d Of May (1766)

      My dear Sir

      I am extremely glad to know your lucky passage and happy arrival in
 your native country. I hope you know too well the sincere dispositions
 of my heart as to doubt of the friendship I have vowed to you for life;
 it has been of too long a duration to be shaken by any circumstances,
 and especially by those that do honor to you. I shall be very happy if
 your affairs (that seem to be in a fair way) permit you to drop over
 very soon to spend some time in this place along with Miss Wilkes to
 whom Made D'Holbach and I pay our best compliments. I can easily paint
 to my imagination the pleasure you both felt at your first meeting;
 everybody that has any sensibility must be acquainted with the grateful
 pangs in those moving circumstances.

      Your case with the hawker at your entry in London is very odd and
 whimsical you did extremely well to humour the man in his opinion about
 Mr. Wilkes. I dare say if you had done otherwise his fist would have
 convinc'd you of the goodness of your cause, and then it would have
 been impossible for you to pass for a dead man any longer; which
 however, I think was very necessary for you in the beginning. I expect
 with great eagerness the settlement of your affairs with the ministry
 to your own satisfaction; be persuaded, Dear Sir, that nobody interests
 himself in your happiness than myself, and nothing will conduce more to
 it than your steady attachment to the principles of honor and
 patriotism.

      If you don't find a way of disposing of the little packet, you need
 not take much trouble about it, and you may bring it back along with
 you, when you come to this place, as to the kind offers you are so good
 as to make me about commissions, experience has taught me that it is
 unsafe to trust you with them, so I beg leave with gratitude to decline
 your proposals as that point.

      All our common friends and acquaintances desire their best
 compliments to you, and believe me, my dear Sir.

     

     Your affectionate oblig'd humble servant

     D'HOLBACH
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 PARIS 9ber 10th 1766

      My very Dear Sir

      I receiv'd with the greatest pleasure the news of your lucky arrival
 in Engelland. You know the sentiments of my heart, and are undoubtedly
 convinc'd how much I wish for the good success of all your enterprises
 tho I am to be a great looser by it. I rejoice very heartily at the
 fine prospect you have now in view and don't doubt but the persons you
 mention will succeed if they are in good earnest: which is allways a
 little doubtful in people of that Kidney.

      We have had the pleasure of seeing Miss Wilkes three or four times
 since your departure, she is extreamly well and longs for the return of
 her friend Mlle Helvetius the 20th of this month.

      Rousseau will very likely hate the English very cordially for making
 him pay so dear for his books, it is however a sign that he told us a
 lye when he pretended in his writings to have no books at all, as to
 his guitar he should buy a new one to tune his heart a little better
 than he did before.

      We have no news here, except the Election of Mr Thomas as a member
 of the french academy. Marquis Beccaria is going to leave us very soon
 being obliged to return to Milan: Count Veri will at the same time set
 out for England.

      I'll be oblig'd to you for a copy or two of the book printed in
 holland you mentioned in your letter you may send it by some private
 opportunity to Miss Wilkes, with, proper directions. A gentleman of our
 Society should be glad to get 2 copies of Baskervilles' virgil in
 octavo.

      Tho Mr Davenport and Rousseau seem to be pleased very much with one
 another, I suppose they may very soon be tired of their squabbling, and
 the latter like the apostles will shake of against the barbarous
 Britons the dust of his feet.

      Receive the hearty compliments of my wife and all our friends. You
 know the true sentiments of my heart for you, Dear Sir. I am with great
 sincerity

     your most obedient humble Servant

     D'HOLBACH
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      Dear Sir

      I receiv'd with a great deal of pleasure your friendly letter from
 Ostende of the 26th. nov. I was extreamly glad to hear your happy
 arrival at that place, and do not doubt but you met with a lucky
 passage to Dover the following day, we are now enjoying the
 conversation of your British friends about elections; that will not be
 tedious for you if, according to your hopes, you should succeed in your
 projects.

      I see by your letter that instead of coming back directly by Calais
 you intend to travel with Miss Wilkes through Antwerp and the Low
 countries, which I should think not very advisable in this rigorous
 season of the year, for generally at that time the wa9998ear, fork'd up
 by the frost and travelling is bad et tedious and may be would prove
 hurtful to your tender fellow traveler to whom my wife and I desire our
 best compliments. Such a scheme will be more advantagious for you both
 and more conformable to the wishes of your friends in this place.

      I hope your arrival in London will contribute to reconcile abbe
 Galliani to that place, where he complains of having not heard of the
 sun since he set his foot on British shore, however he may comfort
 himself for we have had very little of it in this country. The Abbe
 must be overjoy'd at the news of the Jesuits being expell'd from his
 Native country for now he may say Gens inimica mihi Tyrrhenum
 navigat aquor. We have no ma999ial news in this country, except
 that the queen continues to be in a very bad sta99 of health.

      If there is some good new romance I'll be oblig'd to bring it over
 along with you as, well as a couple of french books call'd Militaire
 philosophe and Theologie portative in case you may easily
 find them in London, for we cannot get them here. I am told the works
 of one Morgan have been esteem'd in your country but I don't know the
 titles of them, if you should know them and meet with them with
 facility, I should be very much oblig'd to you provided you make me pay
 a little more than you have done hitherto for your commissions.

      All our common friends beg their compliments and I wish for your
 speedy return, and I am Sincerely Dear Sir

     Your faithful affectiona99 humble servant

     D'HOLBACH PARIS the 10th of decemb. 1767

     

     


