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      TO JOHN CHUTE, ESQ.

      PARIS, Oct. 3, 1765.

      I don't know where you are, nor when I am likely to hear of you. I
 write at random, and, as I talk, the first thing that comes into my
 pen.

      I am, as you certainly conclude, much more amused than pleased. At a
 certain time of life, sights and new objects may entertain one, but new
 people cannot find any place in one's affection. New faces with some
 name or other belonging to them, catch my attention for a minute—I
 cannot say many preserve it. Five or six of the women that I have seen
 already are very sensible. The men are in general much inferior, and
 not even agreeable. They sent us their best, I believe, at first, the
 Duc de Nivernois. Their authors, who by the way are everywhere, are
 worse than their own writings, which I don't mean as a compliment to
 either. In general, the style of conversation is solemn, pedantic, and
 seldom animated, but by a dispute. I was expressing my aversion to
 disputes: Mr. Hume, who very gratefully admires the tone of Paris,
 having never known any other tone, said with great surprise, “Why, what
 do you like, if you hate both disputes and whisk?”

      What strikes me the most upon the whole is, the total difference of
 manners between them and us, from the greatest object to the least.
 There is not the smallest similitude in the twenty-four hours. It is
 obvious in every trifle. Servants carry their lady's train, and put her
 into her coach with their hat on. They walk about the streets in the
 rain with umbrellas to avoid putting on their hats; driving themselves
 in open chaises in the country without hats, in the rain too, and yet
 often wear them in a chariot in Paris when it does not rain. The very
 footmen are powdered from the break of day, and yet wait behind their
 master, as I saw the Duc of Praslin's do, with a red
 pocket-handkerchief about their necks. Versailles, like everything
 else, is a mixture of parade and poverty, and in every instance
 exhibits something most dissonant from our manners. In the colonnades,
 upon the staircases, nay in the antechambers of the royal family, there
 are people selling all sorts of wares. While we were waiting in the
 Dauphin's sumptuous bedchamber, till his dressing-room door should be
 opened, two fellows were sweeping it, and dancing about in sabots to
 rub the floor.

      You perceive that I have been presented. The Queen took great notice
 of me; none of the rest said a syllable. You are let into the King's
 bedchamber just as he has put on his shirt; he dresses and talks
 good-humouredly to a few, glares at strangers, goes to mass, to dinner,
 and a-hunting. The good old Queen, who is like Lady Primrose in the
 face, and Queen Caroline in the immensity of her cap, is at her
 dressing-table, attended by two or three old ladies, who are
 languishing to be in Abraham's bosom, as the only man's bosom to whom
 they can hope for admittance. Thence you go to the Dauphin, for all is
 done in an hour. He scarce stays a minute; indeed, poor creature, he is
 a ghost, and cannot possibly last three months. The Dauphiness is in
 her bedchamber, but dressed and standing; looks cross, is not civil,
 and has the true Westphalian grace and accents. The four Mesdames, who
 are clumsy plump old wenches, with a bad likeness to their father,
 stand in a bedchamber in a row, with black cloaks and knotting-bags,
 looking good-humoured, not knowing what to say, and wriggling as if
 they wanted to make water. This ceremony too is very short; then you
 are carried to the Dauphin's three boys, who you may be sure only bow
 and stare. The Duke of Berry[1] looks weak and weak-eyed: the Count de
 Provence is a fine boy; the Count d'Artois well enough. The whole
 concludes with seeing the Dauphin's little girl dine, who is as round
 and as fat as a pudding.

      [Footnote 1: The Duc de Berri was afterwards Louis XVI.; the Comte
 de Provence became Louis XVIII.; and the Comte d'Artois, Charles X.]

      In the Queen's antechamber we foreigners and the foreign ministers
 were shown the famous beast of the Gevaudan, just arrived, and covered
 with a cloth, which two chasseurs lifted up. It is an absolute wolf,
 but uncommonly large, and the expression of agony and fierceness
 remains strongly imprinted on its dead jaws.

      I dined at the Duc of Praslin's with four-and-twenty ambassadors and
 envoys, who never go but on Tuesdays to Court. He does the honours
 sadly, and I believe nothing else well, looking important and empty.
 The Duc de Choiseul's face, which is quite the reverse of gravity, does
 not promise much more. His wife is gentle, pretty, and very agreeable.
 The Duchess of Praslin, jolly, red-faced, looking very vulgar, and
 being very attentive and civil. I saw the Duc de Richelieu in waiting,
 who is pale, except his nose, which is red, much wrinkled, and exactly
 a remnant of that age which produced General Churchill, Wilks the
 player, the Duke of Argyll, &c. Adieu!
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      TO THE HON. H.S. CONWAY.

      PARIS, Jan. 12, 1766.

      I have received your letter by General Vernon, and another, to which
 I have writ an answer, but was disappointed of a conveyance I expected.
 You shall have it with additions, by the first messenger that goes; but
 I cannot send it by the post, as I have spoken very freely of some
 persons you name, in which we agree thoroughly. These few lines are
 only to tell you I am not idle in writing to you.

      I almost repent having come hither; for I like the way of life and
 many of the people so well, that I doubt I shall feel more regret at
 leaving Paris than I expected. It would sound vain to tell you the
 honours and distinctions I receive, and how much I am in fashion; yet
 when they come from the handsomest women in France, and the most
 respectable in point of character, can one help being a little proud?
 If I was twenty years younger, I should wish they were not quite so
 respectable. Madame de Brionne, whom I have never seen, and who was to
 have met me at supper last night at the charming Madame d'Egmont's,
 sent me an invitation by the latter for Wednesday next. I was engaged,
 and hesitated. I was told, “Comment! savez-vous que c'est qu'elle ne
 feroit pas pour toute la France?” However, lest you should dread my
 returning a perfect old swain, I study my wrinkles, compare myself and
 my limbs to every plate of larks I see, and treat my understanding with
 at least as little mercy. Yet, do you know, my present fame is owing to
 a very trifling composition, but which has made incredible noise. I was
 one evening at Madame Geoffrin's joking on Rousseau's affectations and
 contradictions, and said some things that diverted them. When I came
 home, I put them into a letter, and showed it next day to Helvetius and
 the Duc de Nivernois; who were so pleased with it, that after telling
 me some faults in the language, which you may be sure there were, they
 encouraged me to let it be seen. As you know I willingly laugh at
 mountebanks, political or literary, let their talents be ever so
 great, I was not averse. The copies have spread like wild-fire; et
 me voici a la mode! I expect the end of my reign at the end of the
 week with great composure. Here is the letter:—

      LE ROI DE PRUSSE A MONSIEUR ROUSSEAU.[1]

      MON CHER JEAN JACQUES,

      Vous avez renonce a Geneve votre patrie; vous vous etes fait chasser
 de la Suisse, pays tant vante dans vos ecrits; la France vous a
 decrete. Venez donz chez moi; j'admire vos talens; je m'amuse de vos
 reveries, qui (soit dit en passant) vous occupent trop, et trop long
 tems. Il faut a la fin etre sage et heureux. Vous avez fait assez
 parler de vous par des singularites peu convenables a un veritable
 grand homme. Demontrez a vos ennemis que vous pouvez avoir quelquefois
 le sens commun: cela les fachera, sans vous faire tort. Mes etats vous
 offrent une retraite paisible; je vous veux du bien, et je vous en
 ferai, si vous le trouvez bon. Mais si vous vous obstiniez a rejetter
 mons secours, attendez-vous que je ne le dirai a personne. Si vous
 persistez a vous creuser l'esprit pour trouver de nouveaux malheurs,
 choisissez les tels que vous voudrez. Je suis roi, je puis vous en
 procurer au gre de vos souhaits: et ce qui surement ne vous arrivera
 pas vis a vis de vos ennemis, je cesserai de vous persecuter quand vous
 cesserez de mettre votre gloire a l'etre.

      Votre bon ami,

      FREDERIC.

