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      First Visit to England.  Reception by Scientific Men.  Work on 

Fossil Fishes there.  Liberality of English Naturalists.  First 

Relations with American Science.  Farther Correspondence with Humboldt. 

 Second Visit to England.  Continuation of “Fossil Fishes.”  Other 

Scientific Publications.  Attention drawn to Glacial Phenomena.  Summer 

at Bex with Charpentier.  Sale of Original Drawings for “Fossil 

Fishes.”  Meeting of Helvetic Society.  Address on Ice-Period.  Letters 

from Humboldt and Von Buch. 


      In August, 1834, according to his cherished hope, Agassiz went to 

 England, and was received by the scientific men with a cordial 

 sympathy which left not a day or an hour of his short sojourn there 

 unoccupied. The following letter from Buckland is one of many 

 proffering hospitality and friendly advice on his arrival. 


      DR. BUCKLAND TO LOUIS AGASSIZ. 


      OXFORD, August 26, 1834. 


      . . .I am rejoiced to hear of your safe arrival in London, and 

 write to say that I am in Oxford, and that I shall be most happy to 

 receive you and give you a bed in my house if you can come here 

 immediately. I expect M. Arago and Mr. Pentland from Paris tomorrow 

 (Wednesday) afternoon. I shall be most happy to show you our Oxford 

 Museum on Thursday or Friday, and to proceed with you toward 

 Edinburgh. Sir Philip Egerton has a fine collection of fossil  fishes 

near Chester, which you should visit on your road. I have  partly 

engaged myself to be with him on Monday, September 1st, but  I think it 

would be desirable for you to go to him Saturday, that  you may have 

time to take drawings of his fossil fishes. 


      I cannot tell certainly what day I shall leave Oxford until I see 

 M. Arago, whom I hope you will meet at my house, on your arrival in 

 Oxford. I shall hope to see you Wednesday evening or Thursday 

 morning. Pray come to my house in Christ Church, with your baggage, 

 the moment you reach Oxford. . . 


      Agassiz always looked back with delight on this first visit to 

 Great Britain. It was the beginning of his life-long friendship  with 

Buckland, Sedgwick, Murchison, Lyell, and others of like  pursuits and 

interests. Made welcome in many homes, he could  scarcely respond to 

all the numerous invitations, social and  scientific, which followed 

the Edinburgh meeting. 


      Guided by Dr. Buckland, to whom not only every public and private 

 collection, but every rare specimen in the United Kingdom, seems to 

 have been known, he wandered from treasure to treasure. Every day 

 brought its revelation, until, under the accumulation of new facts, 

 he almost felt himself forced to begin afresh the work he had 

 believed well advanced. He might have been discouraged by a wealth  of 

resources which seemed to open countless paths, leading he knew  not 

whither, but for the generosity of the English naturalists who  allowed 

him to cull, out of sixty or more collections, two thousand  specimens 

of fossil fishes, and to send them to London, where, by  the kindness 

of the Geological Society, he was permitted to deposit  them in a room 

in Somerset House. The mass of materials once sifted  and arranged, the 

work of comparison and identification became  comparatively easy. He 

sent at once for his faithful artist, Mr.  Dinkel, who began, without 

delay, to copy all such specimens as  threw new light on the history of 

fossil fishes, a work which  detained him in England for several years. 


      Agassiz made at this time two friends, whose sympathy and 

 cooperation in his scientific work were invaluable to him for the 

 rest of his life. Sir Philip Egerton and Lord Cole (Earl of 

 Enniskillen) owned two of the most valuable collections of fossil 

 fishes in Great Britain.* (* Now the property of the British  Museum.) 

To aid him in his researches, their most precious  specimens were 

placed at Agassiz's disposition; his artist was  allowed to work for 

months on their collections, and even after  Agassiz came to America, 

they never failed to share with him, as  far as possible, the 

advantages arising from the increase of their  museums. From this time 

his correspondence with them, and  especially with Sir Philip Egerton, 

is closely connected with the  ever-growing interest as well as with 

the difficulties of his  scientific career. Reluctantly, and with many 

a backward look, he  left England in October, and returned to his 

lectures in Neuchatel,  taking with him such specimens as were 

indispensable to the  progress of his work. Every hour of the following 

winter which  could be spared from his lectures was devoted to his 

fossil fishes. 


      A letter of this date from Professor Silliman, of New Haven, 

 Connecticut, marks the beginning of his relations with his future  New 

England home, and announces his first New England subscribers. 


      YALE COLLEGE NEW HAVEN, UNITED STATES OF NORTH AMERICA, April 22, 

 1835. 


      . . .From Boston, March 6th, I had the honor to thank you for your 

 letter of January 5th, and for your splendid present of your great 

 work on fossil fishes—livraison 1-22—received, with the plates. I 

 also gave a notice of the work in the April number of the Journal*  (* 

“The American Journal of Science and Arts”.) (this present  month), and 

republished Mr. Bakewell's account of your visit to Mr.  Mantell's 

museum. 


      In Boston I made some little efforts in behalf of your work, and 

 have the pleasure of naming as follows:— 


      Harvard University, Cambridge (Cambridge is only four miles from 

 Boston), by Hon. Josiah Quincy, President. 


      Boston Athenaeum, by its Librarian. 


      Benjamin Green, Esquire, President of the Boston Natural History 

 Society. 


      I shall make application to some other institutions or individuals, 

 but do not venture to promise anything more than my best exertions  . 

. . 


      Agassiz little dreamed, as he read this letter, how familiar these 

 far-off localities would become to him, or how often, in after  years, 

he would traverse by day and by night the four miles which  lay between 

Boston and his home in Cambridge. 


      Agassiz still sought and received, as we see by the following 

 letter, Humboldt's sympathy in every step of his work. 


      HUMBOLDT TO LOUIS AGASSIZ. 


      BERLIN, May, 1835. 


      I am to blame for my neglect of you, my dear friend, but when you 

 consider the grief which depresses me,* (* Owing to the death of  his 

brother, William von Humboldt.) and renders me unfit to keep up  my 

scientific connections, you will not be so unkind as to bear me  any 

ill-will for my long silence. You are too well aware of my high  esteem 

for your talents and your character—you know too well the 

 affectionate friendship I bear you—to fear for a moment that you 

 could be forgotten. 


      I have seen the being I loved most, and who alone gave me some 

 interest in this arid land, slowly decline. For four long years my 

 brother had suffered from a weakness of all the muscles, which made 

 me always fear that the seat of the trouble was the medulla 

 oblongata. Yet his step was firm; his head was entirely clear. The 

 higher intellectual faculties retained all their energy. He was 

 engaged from twelve to thirteen hours a day on his works, reading  or 

rather dictating, for